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Abstract: The EU Commission launched in 2004 “On the review of the Sustainable Development 
Strategy – A platform for action”, and also a renewed Sustainable Development Strategy for the enlarged EU, as 
a consequence of several new challenges we have to face: enlargement, climatic changes, energetic constrains. 
The meaning of these documents is to ground the financing of the latest priorities as major issue in national 
policies regarding rural development and agriculture. These documents set out a coherent strategy on how the 
EU will more effectively live up to its long-standing commitment to meet the challenges of sustainable 
development, in the sense that  The Rio-Conventions approach, (upon bio-diversity and upon climatic changes) 
is and will be applied systematically to all economic and environmental EU policies. Romania develops its own 
priorities in accordance with its needs and national plans, policies and programs, in order to achieve significant 
progress in the years ahead in meeting the fundamental objectives of convergence in rural and agricultural 
sectors. The political measures are based on comparing the macroeconomic indicators, in order to cut down the 
existing gap among the national levels of development and more evolved EU ones, in several key branches, 
process known under the generic notion-term of “convergence”. The solution able to diminish the gaps seems to 
be the internal effort, combined with an added financial injection in the targeted activities.  
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Real business is helped and guided on united European markets by the E.U. economic 
policy, which is a realistic one: it is based on the harmonization of the market forces with an 
economic policy based on the principle of cohesion, which supports, by means of economic 
levers, the less developed regions and member countries.  
Facing the contemporary market mechanisms, limited by imperfections and distortions, 
very few of economic agents trust the perfect competitive market virtues. 
 
MATERIALS AND METHODS 
 
Methods of economic sciences, applied to the agricultural studies, are based on the 
critical observations that competitive market forces alone are not able to assure convergence 
of Romanian achievements is economy with the developed countries, if they do not higher the 
rates of evolution. Such observations are grounded on the results of the computation of the 
marginal rate of return to capital (which contradict the neoclassical model hypotheses), as 
well as on the real process of polarization of the economic activities, taking place worldwide 
and in accordance with the law of competition.  
The evaluation in rural and agricultural field is based on index, as quantitative tools able 
to back-ground the strategic plans of long lasting development, and to offer an objective 
reference to compare realities. 
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 
 
Our country is a member state of the European Union, and after many years of 
frustrations, being kept apart larger strategic economic plans, is treated now like an equal 
partner of joint effort. 
There are specific challenges and constrains in applying the EU economic policies in 
rural and agricultural sectors, having as source the disparities in the activity productivity and 
performances recorded per Romanian regions. 
Because of the existing gaps compared to the European rural performances, Romania 
requested the following transition periods:  
- a transition period of 5 years, until December 31st 2011, during which it may adopt 
safeguard measures as to the import of agricultural products from one or more EU Member 
States, when these imports produce or are liable to produce perturbations on the Romanian 
agricultural products market;  
- a transition period of 4 years, until December 31st 2010, for organizing a vineyards 
inventory and register (Regulation 2392/86 and Regulation 649/87);  
- a transition period of 8 years, until December 31st 2014, for the removal of hybrid vineyards 
(Regulation 1493/99);  
- a transition period of 3 years, until December 31st 2009, in order to implement at national 
level the policy of non-vaccination for traditional swine fever (EEC Directive 80/217);  
- a transition period of 3 years, until December 31st 2009, for modernizing and re-vamping 
the slaughtering and meat processing units, in compliance with the EU requirements 
(Directive 64/433/EEC, Directive 77/99/EEC, Directive 94/65/EC, Directive 92/118/EC, 
Directive 71/118/EEC, Directive 91/495/EC, Directive 92/45/EC);  
- a transition period of 3 years, until December 31st 2009, for modernizing and re-vamping 
the milk processing units, as well as for organizing milk collection and standardization 
centers, in compliance with EU requirements (Directive 92/46/EC, Decision 95/342/EEC);  
- a transition period of 3 years, until December 31st 2009, in order to comply with EU 
requirements as to cow milk farms and quality of raw milk obtained (Directive 92/46/EC and 
Decision 89/362/EEC). 
 This is a quasi-legislative frame inside which the national action for convergence with 
the average level of the European Union in all domains will occur. 
The “gathering forces strategy” proposals are based on a monopoly-targeted-economic 
agent, and their adoption will have negative effects on market competition and upon 
consumers, by raising the prices. 
The subsidies policies for agriculture cover the following main sectors:  
- Horizontal issues: guarantee and guidance; trade mechanisms; quality policy; 
organic farming; Farm Accountancy Data Network; state aids;   
- Common Market Organization: arable crops; cereals, oilseeds and protein crops; 
non-food, processed cereals, potato starch, cereal substitutes, rice; sugar; fiber 
crops;   
- Specialized crops: fruit and vegetables; wine and alcohol; bananas; olive oil; 
tobacco;   
- Animal products: milk and dairy products; beef-meat; sheep-meat; pork-meat;   
- Rural development;  
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- Veterinary legislation: control system on the internal market; identification and 
registration of animals; control at the external borders; animal disease control 
measures; animal health - trade in live animals and animal products; public 
health protection; animal welfare; animal breeding legislation;    
- Phyto-sanitary legislation: harmful organisms; quality of seeds and reproduction 
material; plant variety rights; plant protection products / pesticides; animal 
nutrition. 
 Once again, we remember the theoretic explanation which aims to balance the positive 
and the negative effects of the subvention system: the general opinion that European 
subventions have a positive impact on the global market, diminishing the world-prices per the 
targeted products, is somehow questioned by the reality of the raising world agricultural 
prices, especially of the last term of 2007.  
The raising of the world agricultural prices in the second part of 2007 had a strong 
impact over national economies, for Romania it was responsible of 1 to 2 % of raising 
inflation up to December 2007, and even more in first term of 2008. 
At the moment we wander if global index and means of statistics inform us properly, or 
they hide a structural technically oldness of the working apparatus of global agricultural 
production.  
Romania is connected to the European Strategy of Development and since its 
membership, 2007, there have been made more systemic efforts to coordinate the national 
economic activities and structures with the EU levels.  
“The Romanian National Development Plan, 2007-2013” is a component part of The 
Romanian National Strategy of Economic sustainable development, aiming to optimize the 
integration of our country from economic, social, technological and environmental points of 
view in the European Space.  
This document was designed as a sustainable development strategy of post-accession, 
grounding the macroeconomic administration of specific tools for raising the productivity and 
efficiency (maximum effects per unit of consumed resources), for increasing the quality of 
life for the large mass of citizens. 
“The National Development Plan” was created as a part of the European Cohesion 
Policy, meant to display a coherent view regarding the development of the member states, 
organized in development priorities, programs, projects, according to the principle of planning 
the structural founds. 
During the post-accession period “The National Development Plan” is functioning in its 
basic role of aligning the national policy to the common development priorities of the 
European Union. It is mainly promoting those measures considered to entail the long lasting 
development on the whole European Union area.  
Pragmatically speaking, it is the allocation instrument of public investments to 
development, mainly oriented towards the priorities and objectives compatible with the 
intervention domains of the Structural and Cohesion Founds.  
This instrument is founding, among other things, the priorities and the strategic 
negotiated objectives with the European Commission, in the purpose of financing them from 
the Structural and Cohesion Founds during 2007-2013.  
With respect to the European diversity, the nominal and the real convergence are two 
concepts which have been theoretically explained because of the demanding request of 
practice: there are difficulties in uniformization of the development standards in all 
activities and branches. 
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The Maastricht Treaty does not reffer to the real convergence as a tool of securing 
similarity and co-hesion of economic structures of the member states; this was because 
those times and previously, the member-states had similar structures, but while the 
imperative of enlarging E.U. had grown, new dimensions of the convergence issue 
became proeminent. 
        The fact is that Romania will not be totally integrated in the European structures until its 
average performances will not meet the real convergence criteria, and this problem is shown 
by the European Commission every year in its reports. 
During the latest decade, the European Commission and the European Central Bank  
adopted a preventive policy, revealing the pasiv function of the money – its quality of 
being the accurate mirrow of the economic activity.  
The concrete advertisment was that a country not having the same structures with the 
already associated states will be facing great risks when adopting Euro instead of its 
national money. 
This statement means that real convergence is a mandatory condition for the normal 
functioning of the ad-hered economies, when they become able to introduce Euro in their 
home-land. 
Surely, there are large scale economic phenomena which are generating by 
themselves a uniformization, such as outsourcing activities, or similarities in economic 
gentrification (as the rural habitat gaines more and more urban characteristics, extending 
new market mechanismes). 
Nevertheles, real convergence criteria, can be revealed by some objective index, 
such as: 
• The degree of opening the economy and the home-land market as well, 
expressed with the share owened by the added exports and imports of a 
country in the gross domestic product, GDP. An opened economic system 
receives information, which it uses to interact dynamically with its environment: 
openness increases its likelihood to survive and prosper.  
• The share of bilateral trade with UE member states, from the whole foreign 
trade. 
• The structure of the economy, expressed by the share owed by the basic 
sectors in creating the GDP: industries, agriculture, services 
• The level of GDP/capita, expressed at the nominal currency, or at the 
purchasing power parity, the most sinthetic criteria. 
One major problem for Romania now is to correctly appreciat if there will be low 
risk once we ad-here to EURO Zone, eventually with less severe restricitons in the field of 
nominal and real convergence. 
The answer for this questioning was designed by the „Optimal Currency Area 
Theory”: this is another stressing of the conclusion that all member states can equally win 
benefits from using a common currency only when their economic strucutres are similar 
and there is no risk for asimetric shocks to happen in only one country. 
This ,,optimal currency” concept springs from the Paretian view, somehow 
equallitarian, but in the same manner, from the Ricarddian explanation upon the 
international trade.  
The major consequence of this concept is that the Central European Bank develops a 
general monetary policy, overall addressed to the member states, and it does not focus on 
the problems of only one economy.  
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The unique monetary policy promoted in United Europe assumes a homogenious 
economy to respond properly at its instrumentation. 
For Romania, the theoretical dilema is to remain a longer or a shorter perioud of 
time connected to the old currency system, which is presently is use. 
It is cristal-clear that business will be much released and encouraged by entering the 
Euro-Zone, still risks remain for the less productive and competitive activities which 
inherited a poor logistic and lack of financing from old structures. 
For this historical moment, the option wold be also to gain some benefits from the 
unique European market, which is our most important trade-partner in quantitative terms, 
so that the entering Euro-Zone will become a ,,natural step” shortly after. 
This is why the authorities, the business and also the individuals must closely guard 
the nominal and the real convergence as well, noticing that for Romania, the structural 
similarity with western European economies is a key factor for remaining in the 
competitiveness limits of the market. 
 
CONCLUSIONS 
 
Romania entered Euroepan Union on the steady basis of the iminent fulfilment of the 
nominal convergence criteria, according to the Maastricht Treaty view: the country has no 
problems in terms of budgetary defficits, or total public debt. 
According to ESA95 Methodology, we owe a 2% from GDP budgetary defficit, while 
Maastricht indicaters 3% as upper limit.  
Also, regarding the public debt, some methodologies give less than 25% from GDP, 
while published estimations give arround 15% from GDP-in 2006, while the financial 
performances criteria indicate maximum 60% from GDP.  
The only reason to worry is now inflation, which surpassed in 2007 the most pesimistic 
estimation: it raised more than 1% above the estimations; this is drawing back the currency 
and the interest policy, and errodates all typas of gains. 
A valuable remark is that the currency is also able to contribute to stability and to the 
decrease interests, and it is up to each bussines and economic factor to contribute to it: 
currency is  a macroeconomic tool currently used by everyone. 
Regarding the ballance of imports and exports, the trend is for an even more opened 
economy, similar to other middle economies from Europe. 
This on going process will bring new foreign investitors, in industries owing high 
added value. 
In the structure of GDP, the agriculture has a large share, (12-14%), 3-4 times higher 
than the case of other new member states; also, employment in agricultural sector is still 
high, latest index giving 25% out of the active population. This draws the attention again to 
the lacks in technical endowering of the rural and agricol field. 
Considering the statistic interpretation of the macroeconomic results, and the 
commitment and determination of people working in Romania to create an advanced nation, 
we trust that the objective of increasing the GDP per capita up to the average European level 
is not far. 
On this general frame, we underline the fact that Romania will not be totally integrated 
in the European structures until its average performances will not meet the real convergence 
criteria; the fulfillment of the integration process in its structural core means Romania will 
enter the Euro-zone. This problem is at least as important as it was the entering of Romania in 
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UE based on the Maastricht criteria. What we need now is an appropriate strategy able to 
direct agriculture and other sectors to its perfect match with the production higher 
performances. 
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